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of Tierra Firme,1 and from there crossed over to this Isla Espanola and came near to the mouth of the port of this city of Santo Domingo; and sent his boat fully manned and asked leave to enter here, saying that he came with merchandise and desiring to treat; and on the instant the alcaide Francisco de Tapia commanded a shot to be fired at the ship, which was coming straight to the port. And when the English saw this they retired outside, and those in the boat turned and went after their ship. And in truth the alcaide made a mistake in that which he did, for supposing he had come in armed, he could not have got out against the will of this city and of this castle. Accordingly, seeing the reception that was being made for them, they drew off in the direction of the island of San Juan, and having entered into the bay of San German they had speech with the people of that town and begged for provisions, complaining of the people of this town [Santo Domingo], saying that they came not to annoy but to treat with their money and merchandise, if they would receive them; and some provisions were given to them, and their ship gave in payment pewter and other things, and went on her way in the direction of Europe, where it is supposed that she never arrived, because no news was ever had of this ship.
Translated by F. A. Kirkpatrick in English Historical Review, vol. xx, p. 120.
NO. 78.  AN ENGLISH SHIP FROM THE NORTH WEST AT THE ISLAND OF MONA,   1527
From the Archive de Indias at Seville.
The Statement obtained from the English ship when at the Island of Mona on her way to Hispaniola.
That while he [Gines Navarro] was loading the said caravel with cassava, last Tuesday, the nineteenth of the present month of November, there arrived a vessel of 250 tons burden, and three main-tops; and taking her for a ship from Spain, he went towards her in his boat. And they came off in their pinnace manned by 25 or 30 men with as many as 25 men in the boat and the captain of the said ship in command. All were armed with corselets, bows and arrows and some cross-bows; and in the bow were two lombards, the matches of which were alight.
On reaching them, he inquired from what country they came. They
1 This may mean simply that Oviedo was misinformed on the course of this voyage. But more probably his "Brazil" is the mythical Island of Brazil in western waters, and his "Tierra Firme" is the mainland of North America.